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(18), 1915, appearing in the Manchester Guardian, December 12, 1917,
as follows :
On February 23 (March 8) the French Ambassador, on behalf
of his Government, announced to me that France was prepared to
take up a most favourable attitude in the matter of realization of our
desires as set out in my telegram to you, No. 937, in respect of the
Straits and Constantinople, for which I charged you to tender Del-
casse rny gratitude.
In his conversations with you, Delcasse had previously more than
once given his assurance that we could rely on the sympathy of
France, and only referred to the need of elucidating the question of
the attitude of England, from whom he feared some objections, before
he could give us a more definite assurance in the above sense. Now
the British Government has given its complete consent in writing to the
annexation by Russia of the Straits and Constantinople within the
limits indicated by us, and only demanded security for its economic
interests and a similar benevolent attitude on our part towards the
political aspirations of England in other parts.
For me, personally, filled as I am with most complete confidence
in Delcasse, the assurance received from him is quite sufficient, but
the Imperial Government would desire a more definite pronouncement
of France's assent to the complete satisfaction of our desires, similar
to that made by the British Government.
(Signed)
Document B. Memorandum of the Russian Foreign Office appearing
in the Pravda, a Bolshevik publication, translated in the New Europe,
December 20, 1917, as follows :
On February 19 (March 4), 1915, the Minister of Foreign Affairs
handed to the French and British Ambassadors a Memorandum which
set forth the desire to add the following territories to Russia as the
result of the present war:
The town of Constantinople, the western coast of the Bosporus, the
Sea of Marmara, and the Dardanelles; Southern Thrace, as far as
the Enos-Media line; the coast of Asia Minor between the Bosporus
and the River Sakkaria, and a point on the Gulf of Izmid to be defined
later; the islands in the Sea of Marmara, and the Islands of Imbros
and Tenedos. The special rights of France and England in the above
territories were to remain inviolate.
Both the French and British Governments express their readiness
to agree to our wishes, provided the war is won, and provided a
number of claims made by France and England, both in the Ottoman
Empire, and in other places, are satisfied.
As far as Turkey is concerned, these claims are as follows:
 1.	Constantinople is to be recognized as a free port for the transit
of  goods   [not  proceeding from   or]   (a*)   to  Russia,  and   a   free
passage is to be given through the Straits to merchant ships.
 2.	The rights of England and France in Asiatic Turkey to be
defined by special agreement between France and England and Russia
are recognized.

